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EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles

-> boosting reuse

Key Actions with important reference 
to reuse: 

● Introducing mandatory Ecodesign
requirements

● Stopping the destruction of unsold or 
returned textiles

● Extended producer responsibility and 
boosting reuse and recycling of textile 
waste

Sustainable textiles value chains 
globally 

● Addressing the challenges from the 
export of textile waste

2European Commission (2022): Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, 

the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, EU 

strategy for sustainable and circular textiles; Brussels, 30.3.2022, COM(2022) 141 final
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Implementation by legislative initiatives 
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=> Framework legislation with the aim of making sustainable products the norm 

● EU Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts laying down ecodesign requirements 

for product groups 

-> textiles will be one of the first product groups under the ESPR, the European Joint 

Research Centre is already working on the preparatory study 

● Ecodesign requirements should improve the product aspects mentioned in Article 5, where 

relevant for the product group

-> from the list of product aspects especially “durability” but also “repairability” determine the 

“reusability” of textiles 

● Ban on the destruction of unsold clothing and footwear from July 2026 (Article 25; does not 

apply to micro and small enterprises and to medium-sized enterprises from July 2030)

Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) 
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Regulation (EU) 2024/1781 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 establishing a 

framework for the setting of ecodesign requirements for sustainable products, amending Directive (EU) 2020/1828 

and Regulation (EU) 2023/1542 and repealing Directive 2009/125/EC; 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1781/oj  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1781/oj
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Timeline for further steps within the ESPR
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EU Commission, Online Information Session „Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation 

(ESPR)“, 22 May 2024 (europa.eu) 

July 2024

ESPR came into force

By end of 
2024

Establishment of the 
Ecodesign Forum

March 2025

Adoption of the first ESPR 
working plan

Mid 2025

Acts on unsold goods 
destruction ban & 

derogations

Late 2025

Actions regarding DPP

2026

Adoption of the first 
ESPR measures (e.g. 

textiles/steel)

2027/2028

First product 
requirements start to 

apply

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/c5db3b9e-23ae-42c8-a50a-b549f20a377d_en?filename=2024_05_22_EC%20Presentation%20ESPR%20Webinar_final.pdf


● According to the WFD in force, Member States are obliged to set up separate collection of 

textiles by 1 January 2025 (Article 11(1)) 

● Targeted revision of the WFD 

‒ Wide liberty on how to set-up national EPR schemes

‒ No quantitative collection target

● Potential timeline for the adoption and entering into force (EiF): 

6

Waste Framework Directive & Extended Producer Responsibility 
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End 2024/beginning 
2025

• Expected 
adoption of 
amended WFD

Mid 2026

• Transposition into 
national law (18 
months from EiF)

Mid 2027

• EPR established 
in MS (30 months 
from EiF)

→ These are estimations, Council and Parliament are proposing different timelines for the 

transposition and establishment of EPR in Member States.



● Objectives: no shifting of "waste problems" 

to third countries, prevention of illegal 

waste exports, improvement of the 

traceability of waste shipments in the EU 

● Different provisions depending on the type 

of waste, the planned treatment and the 

country of destination

● General ban on the export of waste 

destined for disposal & hazardous waste 

destined for recycling to non-OECD 

countries 

7Regulation (EU) 2024/1157 of the European Parliament and of The Council of 11 April 2024 on 

shipments of waste, amending Regulations (EU) No 1257/2013 and (EU) 2020/1056 and repealing 

Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006; https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1157/oj

Export of textile waste -> Revision of the Regulation on shipment of waste
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20 May 2024

New Regulation 
on shipment of 

waste comes into 
force

November 2026

Ban on the export 
of plastic waste 

to non-OECD 
countries

21 May 2027

New export rules 
come into force

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1157/oj


ESPR minimum  

requirements for textiles

WFD & Extended Producer 

Responsibility

Waste Shipment Regulation

WFD & mandatory separate 

collection 
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Steering effect 
towards reduction of 
fast fashion too small

Quantitative 
reuse targets

Sorting

Limited reuse 
in the EU

Lacking sorting capacities 
for increased flow

Drivers for reuse  Further prerequisites Potential risks

EU consensus for 
strong requirements

Exclusion of countries 

Clear distinction 
between used 

products and waste 



Outlook

● Substantial changes in the EU sorting sector

● More international exchange needed

● Unclear evolution of EU reuse vs. export for reuse ratio



Thank you very much for your interest!
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